
09/14/21 

 
Dear Marching Band Families, 

After the increased case counts and quarantines over the last two weeks within our organization, it is essential 

to find ways to prevent future quarantines and close contacts. Therefore, we will plan to make the following 

adjustments for the upcoming events, as such: 

• Masking while in bleachers: While in the bleachers for football games and festival, I suggest 

wearing face coverings to prevent the likelihood of a close contact. If you are 3-feet or greater with a 

face covering, you will not be a close contact. This suggestion may prevent further quarantining and missing 

future events. The band staff will make every attempt to keep students at least 3-feet apart. If you 

choose not to wear a mask, the band staff will consider you a close contact if you are exposed. 

• We will be adding another bus for events: 1 student per seat; 2 per seat for sibling groups. This 

many change many students’ busing assignments. Sorry, but thanks for understanding! 

• Prohibit eating while in bleachers and on buses: Students are permitted to drink water while in 

the stands, but all food items are prohibited while in the bleachers as well as on the buses.  

• Tailgating is cancelled for the next few games, but it may return later in the season: Students 

are encouraged to bring individually-wrapped food items for their section members, which they can 

enjoy eating (socially-distanced) during third quarter.  

o Report times may change for home games. Please follow the online schedule moving forward. 

• Third quarter privileges: All marching band students will have third quarter privileges to exit the 

band stands, go and get something to eat, or bring food and socially distance themselves. This privilege 

will occur at all home and away football games. Here are more specifics: 

o At home games, you will be provided with a hotdog, chips, and drink before taking your 

duffel bags to the field. You can eat it beforehand or during third quarter. 

o You are not permitted to go to the concession stand during third quarter so that other 

patrons have priority. However, you can have someone buy you food/drinks from the concession stand 

beforehand. They can give it to you after leaving the stands at the start of the third quarter. 

o Please keep socially distanced when eating and drinking during third quarter to minimize 

exposure. The general rule is six-feet between one another while eating or drinking.  

o Any food from the concession stands (both home and away games) is permitted during third 

quarter, as long as someone else is buying it for you. 

o You may bring individually-wrapped food items for yourself in your duffel bags, as long as 

you take it and eat it (socially-distanced) during third quarter away from the band stands. 

o You may stay in the band stands during third quarter, as long as you are not eating (with the 

suggestion to wear a face covering with at least 3-feet distance from your peers). 

o All members must return the band stands, ready to play the song at the end of the third 

quarter, within 1-minute left on the game clock. Any student that does not follow this policy will 

not receive third quarter privileges for the remaining games. 

Reminder: If any of these guidelines are not followed, these procedures and policies will change. Be 

responsible and respectful. Ask questions! 

I want every band family to remember that these measures provide us with the strategies to minimize 

exposures, and more importantly, to keep as many marching band members as possible attending 

future activities. Please be positive and open-minded. If you have been ill or quarantined, I look forward to 

your return soon. 

Sincerely, 
Mr. Shipman 


